A New-Year's Gift, for the Year 1741. 


To the Electors of Great-Britain: 


SEES VERY Chriſtian, we may well ſuppoſe, under- 
EH ſtands the Nature of an OATH in general to be 


RES 1 SOLEMN APPEAL TO ALMIOGHTVY 


GOD, OF THE TRUTH SWORN TO; 
AND A MOST AUFUL INVOCATION OF THE 
DIVINE VENGEANCE UPON THE HEAD OF 
HIM THAT SWEARS FALSELY; or which is the 
fame Thing, with any Equivocation, or mental Reſerua- 
tion whatſoever. 


The Sacredneſs of an Oath is the Reaſon of its being 
made the great Te% of Truth in all our Courts of Juſtice. 
It is in our happy Conſtitution the farſt Principle, and 
the chief Security of our Lives, Liberty, and Properties : 
For, if fal/e-fwearing be once admitted with Impunity, 
our civil Security vaniſhes ; and all thoſe Bleſſings may 
be wreſted from us by the Perjury of ſelf- intereſted and 
wicked Men, at their Pleaſure. 


Whoever therefore takes a falſe Oath, injuxes every 
Min in the Kingdorn, by deſtroying (as much as in him 
lies) all our moſt valuable Rights, and Privileges, as En- 

lifbmen ; he blaſphemes Almighty Gop, and moſt juſt- 
| incurs his hotteſt Vengeance. And whoever takes the 

Cllevring Oath falſely, ſtabbs alſo to the Heart his Native 
Country, by rendering ineffectual her only Preſervative 
of Publick Liberty, from the ſecret and fatal Attacks of 
Bribery and Corruption, for the Prevention of which a 
falutary Law was made, and the following Oath inſerted. 


A. B. do fwear, I have not received, or had by 

myſelf, or any Perſon whatſoever, in Truſt 
for me, or for my Uſe and Benefit, directly or indi- 
realy, any Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place or 
Employment, Gift or Reward, or any Promiſe, or 
Security for any Money, Office, Employment or Gift, 


in order to give my Vote at this Election, and that 


T have not before been polled at this Election. 


So HELP ME GoD. 


Let every Man of Common Senſe judge whether an 
OATH fa wi/ely fram d, and firiffly worded, can poſſib- 
ly admit of any Equivocation, to cover the baſe Villainy 
of taking a Bribe to bis Country's Ruin; and what ſhall 
we think of thoſe Men who dare tempt Others to the 
Breach of a Duty fo facred! Qught they not to be 


ſtoned, or hooted out of Society, as the Deſfroyers of 


publick Faith, Virtue, Religion, and Liberty? Do not 


: 
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Addreſs d to their Neighbours of CHIPPENHAM, by the 
Freemen of BRISTOQE. | 


fuck Agents far the Devil compaſs his Sed ati lo 
ally, by ſeducing Men from the indiſpenſable Duties they 


owe to. Gap and their Country ; to themſelves and their 


FA Poſterity. 5 


Wiſely, therefore, hath that good Law annexed the 


ſhameful Penalties of the Pillory to the Breach of that 


ſolemn OATH, with a large Fine of Fivs HUN DRRD 
PouNnDs ; and juſtly excluded all baſe Perjurors from the 


moſt valuable Rights and Privileges of Engliſhmen, in the 
following Paragraphs. | 


And be it enacted, That whoſoever fhall be convicted of 
falſe ſwearing, ſhall incur, and ſuffer the Pains and 
. Penalties as in Caſe of wilful and corrupt Perjury. 


And whoſoever ſball receive, or take any Me oney; or 
other Reward, by Way of Gift, Loan, or other De- 
vice, or agree, or contract for any Mt Gift, 
Office, or Reward rr or zo = his Fate — 
refuſe or forbear te give his Vote, fhall for every 

fuch Offience for feit the Sum of five hundred Pounds, 
and be for ever diſabled to vote in any Electiom of an 

Member to Parliament; and be for ever diſabled to 

hold any publick Office. 1 


Will any Man, pretending to Common Honeſty, thus 
baſely forfeit his Birth-Right, his moſt glorious Privilege 
as an Engliſhman, by a ſhameful Perjury, for the Lucre 
of a Bribe? Can ſuch a Bribe make him and his Poſte- 
rity happy, in the Midit of his Country's Ruin, and the 
juſt Contempt and Abhorrence of all his honeſt Neigh- 


| bours ? No ſurely : But when the nal Waget of his 


Tniquity are ſpent, he muſt, like the T-ayzor FUDAS, 
hang himſelf, or ſtarve to Death; becauſe no Man can 
either Pity, or deal with ſuch a perjured, abandon'd 


-Wretch.. , 


Artful Corruptors of the preſent Times, may flatter 
weak Minds with Hopes of being admitted to vote wirh- 
out taking the Oath ; but it is a vain Deluſion ; ſince the 
Law allows the Candidates, or any wo of the Electors to 
put the Oath to whomſoever they pleaſe ; and ſurely 
there are at leaſt Tπp Honeſt Men in every Borough of 
the Kingdom, who will think it cheir Huty to bring 
Corruption ta the Teſt of this juſt and neceſſary OATH, 
to 8 eternal Infamy of all Corruptors, and the Cor- 
rupted. - | 135 8 
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